
Alec Robins  
Alec Robins was first fascinated by crossword puzzles in his schooldays when the very first 

puzzles were being published. Later, during a long spell in hospital when returning from war 

service in the Far East, he began to develop a deeper and more academic interest in both solving 

them. He was to become a major influence in the establishment of the ground rules of the cryptic 

crossword.  

Alexander Robins was born in Manchester in 1917 and was educated at Manchester Grammar 

School and Manchester University.  He worked as a teacher and was Head of Classics at 

grammar schools in the Manchester area. He was to join three other classicists who were 

breaking new ground in setting puzzles; Powys Mather (Torquemada), A F Ritchie (Afrit) and 

Derrick MacNutt (Ximenes). The early puzzles were often unfair; clues were ungrammatical and 

often unhelpful. Afrit was one of the first to develop the idea of cluemanship with the aim of 

making cryptic clues fair to the solver.  These ideas were further elaborated by Ximenes and 

Robins collaborated with him in Ximenes on the Art of the Crossword (1966). In 1975 Robins 

published his own manual Teach Yourself Crosswords (Hodder & Stoughton, later published as 

The ABC of Crosswords by Corgi).  

Robins was a prolific setter. Under the pseudonym of Zander, he composed a whole series of 

amusing and innovative puzzles for The Listener. Puzzles such as Head-Hunting, Snakes and 

Ladders, Justyn Print, Cook's Tour  and Missing Links set new standards of fairness and wit. In 

the Observer he was Everyman, working alternate months, often with Dorothy Taylor. In the 

Guardian he was Custos.  

Robins was well known as a kindly gentleman, keen to encourage others and always willing to 

reply sincerely to the letters of his critics and fans. It was he, at a crossword dinner, who 

introduced Colin Dexter to Jeremy Morse, later Sir Jeremy and chairman of Lloyds Bank, and to 

Dorothy Taylor, who, when employed by The Observer, entered the Ximenes competitions under 

the nom de plume of Mrs B Lewis. This was the inspiration for Inspector Morse and Sergeant 

Lewis and a whole series of detective novels.  

Alec Robins born September 7, 1917: died June 28, 1998  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cook's Tour by Zander  
The sixteen items of food or drink are clued (in italics) simply by the name of the region in 

which they are normally found. Their unchecked letters may be arranged as: SEE OUR EGG 

COMING, CILLA? Every word in the diagram is in Chambers Twentieth Dictionary, 1972 

edition.  

 

ACROSS 
1. Half the manuscript's undecipherable, being scratched (8) 

9. Crown and a cloak worn by a don (4) 

12. Scotland (11) 

13. A crude sort of violin that makes one shudder (4) 

14. Jock's aim - to take up permanent abode, abandoning Scotland's capital (5) 

15. The girl with a small masculine bust (4) 

16. A sleeping-tablet is so clean somehow (7) 

18. Spain (4) 

20. Brazil (7) 

24. Malaysia (6) 

27. Allowance rarely seen - there's a preposterous row about it (5) 

28. Dilapidated old car causes accident rounding end of avenue (5) 

29. Open place where nation's spokesmen have a drink together? (5) 

30. Railways carrying gold - that should amuse Scotsmen (4) 

31. A female nude's first appearance, white-faced and wooden (5) 

32. USA (6) 

33. Fringed sash made from waste raw silk, with a splash of colour added (7) 

35. Looks likely to succeed in audition (4) 

38. Turkey (7) 



41. Ostrich grass can provide good camouflage for the hare (4) 

43. Ancient lighthouse seen in a lake after a little sail (4) 

45. Yarn that's been spun by a bishop (4) 

46. Germany (11) 

47. Left before the lesson, in the old days (4) 

48. Scotland (8). 

 

 

DOWN 
1. Short, sudden shower around the North (5) 

2. Wooden bowl supplied together with present in Aberdeen (5) 

3. W. Indies (4) 

4. Australia (10) 

5. E. Indies (8) 

6. England (5) 

7. Star dead - prayer offered up (5) 

8. Turkey's weight is satisfactory - it's a mirth-provoker without it's head (3) 

9. No gentleman wants love quickly (4) 

10. Persia (5) 

11. Germany (8) 

17. Ireland (10) 

19. Translator holds copy in feeble light (5) 

21. Prophet doing the rounds of British pulpits (5) 

22. Israeli making trouble for Arabs (5) 

23. Scottish stuff that upsets Irishmen (4) 

24. Dismal hut with flags fluttering (8) 

25. In Kashmir a huzoor is regarded as a demon by Hindus (4) 

26. To live without a palpitation, you need a dressing-gown in New York (8) 

33. The old longing makes me go after a feminine supporter (5) 

34. Britain (5) 

36. Note base of bronze in BC type of viol (5) 

37. Beau displaying poise in tartan shirt? (5) 

39. Animosity is evident, just a wee bit (4) 

40. I'm an old woman, past it, and am not standing around for all to see (4) 

42. The nobleman will require attention before long (4) 

44. Law made by the sovereign, formerly (3)  


